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The Eagle Point First State E 


Bank Safe 
Comes Back Home 


The Eagle Point State Bank 
1911-1954 
By Barbara Hegne 

For 12 years | have wondered 
what happened to the old safe 
that was in the Eagle Point State 
Bank. A few years ago, Eagle 
Point Historical Society member, 
Bill Young, donated a flare gun 
from the bank to the museum. 
Bill's parents, Walter and Bertha 
Young, both worked for the bank 
and Bill said his father placed the 
gun in the window mostly for 
show. He said the school kids 
thought it was a real gun. 

Gertrude McCorkel worked at 
the bank as an assistant cashier 
in the 1940’s and donated the 
bank typewriter. The museum 
also has a bank ledger with 
names and accounts of local 
people, 1917 to 1926. 

The bank building was built in 
1911 and is still standing at 178 
West Main Street. Today it is a 
candy & espresso coffee shop. 
The original bricks have been 
covered with stucco. 

In 1933, when banks were 
failing nationwide, the Eagle 
Point State Bank was one of a 
few that was in sound condition 
and did not close. 

In December 1954, the bank 
mo'ed to Medford and became 
the Rogue Valley State Bank. 

The safe has had a few owners 
including the Naumes family and 
Walt Young of the Medford 
Stationery Store, (no relation to 
the Walt Young family of the 
Eagle Point banking institution). 
Walt Young bought the safe in 


the 1970's. Before his death, 
Walter told his son, Perry, the 
safe really belonged to Eagle 
Point. We are delighted to have 
this old safe and hope to get it 
opened and restored. 

The Medford Mail Tribune did 
a recent story in the newspaper 
which went out to the 
Associated Press and to other 
newspapers and radio stations. 
We received’ calls’ from 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, 
California, Las Vegas and 
Texas. 

Tom Bennett from the Diebold 
Co. in Dublin, California is 
interested in helping us open the 
safe. Tom said he would use the 
“manipulation process.” His e- 
mail name is “Yegger” which he 
claims means _ safecracker. 
According to the dictionary it 
also means “thug.” Just kidding 
Tom. Another call suggested | 
contact Dave McOmie a 
processional safecracker in 
Camas, Washington. | called 
Dave and he is certain he can 
open our safe. He will charge 
$699 to come down on a 
Saturday and open both safe 
doors. Dave teaches classes on 
safecracking and is said to be 
the “best in the country.” 

Gorden Trounsen called from 
Boise, Idaho. He said his father 
has the same type safe and said 
he could open it for us. 

_ Martin Daniel, from Medford, 
said he had worked on our safe 
when it was in the bank at 
Medford. He says when we go 
to restore to be careful if we 


sandblast it because the safe is 
made of manganese steel cast 
and is a very soft metal. That it 
might be better to use a filler 
then sand it. We thank Martin 
for this information and he can 
be assured we_ will do 
everything to properly restore 
this safe. For starters, we have 
had a promise from Tom 
Grover the owner of Medford 
Plating to do the nickel plating. 

| received one interesting call 
from Walter Grove of Winston, 
Oregon. He claimed to be very 
familiar with our type of safe. He 
is 72 years-old and learned 
safecracking when he was a lad 
of fifteen. He practiced the trade 
over 30 years ago in the St. 
Louis area and he admitted the 
people he worked with had 
shady pasts and said, “They 
wouldn't call the cops or get me 
in the pen because they were 
more of a criminal than | was.” 
He said they had to make it 
“worth what he was gambling.” 

Walter “came out of the old 
school,” and did safe cracking 
for a living. He claimed to have 
“never been in the pen, but 
worked with some that had.” 
Walter explained that opening 
the old safes is a lost art and he 
guessed there are less that 20 
people in the United States who 
could open our safe. When 
Walter was in “business” he 
said his clients were mostly 
interested in the paper work 
inside the old safes and not 
looking for money. However, 
when night deposits became 


The Victor Safe Lock Co. 
patents on the safe are: 
April 11, 1899-Aug. 11, 1899 
Oct. 24, 1899-Mar. 13, 1900 

June 11; 1901-Feb. 2, 1904 


Aug. 12, 1904-Dec. 1, 1908 
The safe also has an emblem 
“Grand prize Louisiana 
_Purchase-Exposition. 


Left: Building the First State 
Bank of Eagle Point in 1911. 
Look closely in the shadow of 
the window and you can see 
Roxy Ann. There were no 
obstructions to block that view 
back then. 

Center left: The safe when it 
was new. We hope to restore 
the safe to look like new. 
Right: The First State Bank of 
Eagle Point. 

Below J. V. McIntyre, cashier 
inside the bank with the safe. 


available in the 50's and 60's and 
armored trucks brought the cash 
to banks, the  safecracking 
business took a decline. Walter 
offered to open our safe and if we 
can't get it open, we may have to 
call him. 

Another call came in from Ernie 
at The Dallas. He would charge 
$850 to open our safe, however, 
he did recommend Dave McOmie 
as the best man for the job. 

David Davis called from Chico, 
California. David owns a 
locksmith shop and he teaches 
safecracking classes and writes 
for locksmith magazines. His wife, 
Diane, told me our safe article 
was in the local newspaper and 
on the news. She said customers 
have been sending the safe 
article from the papers to them in 
the mail and she is finding the 
article stuffed underneath their 
door and on the porch. David will 
come and open the safe free if 
someone will put him, and his 
brother-in-law, up for the night. 

Joe, owner of J & L Enterprises 
of Boise, Idaho does “hard 
security.” He explained it means 
opening safes, vaults and hard to 
open locks. He is also in the 
antique business. He has a 
cannonball Victor safe like ours. 
He said if we could not get it open 
to call him and he would drive 
down and open it. 

Dan called from Toronto 
Canada. He said there was a 
world wide “Safecracking 


They pulled, tugged, balanced and inched the over 2000 pound safe to load it safely and haul it to 
Beebe Farms in Central Point to be cleaned. Many thanks to Dick's Towing and owner Maynard 
Hadley and his crew, Bill Aney (manager) and driver Johnny Andracki. They certainly knew what they 
were doing and the Eagle Point Historical Society gives them a big THANK YOU. 

Top: The safe had to be pulled out from under a porch first. Middle: Bill Aney and Johnny Andracki 
chain up the old safe. Bottom: Bill is watching while Johnny (out of sight) is slowly pulling the chain 
to load the safe on the tilt-bed truck. } 


Wood House Update 


The Eagle Point Historical 
Society & Museum is in the 
process of fund raising and 
accepting donations to 
purchase the land the Wood 
House sits on. In order to 
further save the house, we 
need to purchase the land. 
There are 38 acres that go 
with the Wood House property 
and we need to raise around 
for the down 


Thank you to the following 
people who have donated to 
our “Wood House” Land 
Acquisition: 
Contemporary 
Southern Oregon. 
John Niemeyer $200 
Ted & Arlene Hoffman $100 
Lu Anthony & Company $100 
Merle & Marie Harper $20 
Joe & Jennifer Williams $50 
Evelyn Williams $20 
This is a great start. Please 
add your name to this list and 
help us purchase the Wood 
House land. 

Make out your tax deductible 
check to “Wood House,” land 
acquisition. Mail to Eagle 
Point Historical Society & 
Museum, P. O. Box 201, 
Eagle Point Or 97524 


Autos of 


Correction 
Thanks to member, Ina Reed we 
need to make a small correction in 
our last publication. This is 
regarding the McKee/Bowen 
wagon train article. Ina has proof 


the wagon train actually traveled 
the Southern route, the Applegate 
Trail, and not the Fort Klamath Trail 
as printed. Thanks Ina for bringing 
this to our attention. It is our goal to 
get history right. B. H. 


Correspondence 


March 9, 2002 

“Dear Barbara 

Received the memories of Mattox 
and was thrilled at what | saw 
couldn't believe how Ben (Foley) 
had gotten them until yesterday 
when he explained it was you who 
found them. This article is the 
most interesting and fascinating 
and revealing article I've ever 
read. 

The highlight of the story is Zoe 
Hayes (my heroin). At age 17 she 
was willow whipped by _ her 
‘teacher’. Later on she became 
engaged to big “Bud” Dunlap, but 
admitted to her teacher she didn’t 
care a hell of a lot about big men. 
She liked smaller men, much, 
much, more. The teacher was 
about 30 Ibs lighter than Bud. He 
must have been a little thrilled, but 
don't forget, he was already 
married. Hope to see you 


Barbara, soon. Let Foley.” 
Editor's note: The above letter 
was in reference to a manuscript 


written by Mr. Maddox who 
arrived at Jacksonville in 1888 
and got a job teaching at the Mt. 
Pitt Schoo! above Butte Falls. The 
36 page manuscript gives insight 
to the school pupils and some of 
the early Butte Falls families. 
Dear Ms. Hegne 

“Let me introduce myself. 1 am 
Lester Earl Cingcade b. Eagle 
Point, Oregon in 1934. My 
grandparents were Thomas 
Whorton Cingcade and Lottie 
Vernel Pankey/Cingcade who 
lived, in the early years of my 
childhood, near the Oasis Dance 
Pavilion at what ! believe is the 
junction of Hwy 62 and an access 
street to the heart of Eagle Point. 
My father was Lloyd Guy 


Cingcade (deceased) and my 
mother is Hazel Loretta 
Hatafield/Tozier/bBaldasty living in 
Spokane, WA. 

| am pleased both to have found 
your web-page and to learn about 
the museum...” 
“The immediate purpose for this 
inquiry related to information | 
received from Jack Ciaccia who 
you helped gather information on a 
family tree he was building. He 
advised me that you have authored 
two books containing information 
that would be helpful as | attempt to 
find out more about the Cingcade 
family. | would appreciate very 
much learning where | can 
purchase your books. | would also 
appreciate your advice and counsel 
as to other sources as | begin this 
effort. Sincerely Lester E. Cincade”. 

Other families we have been 
helping by e-mail include: Watkins, 


Wooley, Engleman, Winkle, 
Yandall, Hollingsworth, Gault, 
Colver, Jacks Carter, Pope, 


Pulaski, Boothby and /Curry. If you 
are related to any of these families 
and care to share, Contact Barbara 
Hegne at the museum. 


Volunteers 

A big Thank You to Louise and 
Wayne Jackson for pruning the 
roses and weeding our flower 
garden. 

Hats off to Dale Diebold for staffing 
the museum and ___ folding 
brochures. 


Appreciation goes out to Skip 
Geear for trips to the Wood House 
and for mowing the lawn and 
keeping the road repaired. 

Thank you to Charlotte Geear for 
sewing the weather-torn flag that 
waves at the Wood House. 


The Perry Bridge 


William Perry 

The concrete Perry bridge that 
straddles Little Butte Creek in 
downtown Eagle Point was built 
in 1947. It was christened Perry 
bridge for William Perry who 
worked for the Jackson County 
Road Department for 12 years and 
served a County Commissioner 
for seven years. He was also the 
ditch master for the Little Butte 
Irrigation district. 

William was born near Butte 
Falls, the son of Martin and 
Susanah Perry. The Perry family 
consisted of eight children, seven 
girls and one boy. 

William attended school in 
Butte Falls, Eagle Point and Gold 
Hill and spent most of his life as a 
farmer. 

At the present time the bridge 
needs repair and all busses and 
trucks are restricted from using it. 
In the near future another bridge 
is planned to cross Little Butte 
Creek and the Perry Bridge will 
be repaired. 


The Perry family: Susanah (mother), Della, Emma, Harriet, 
Nellie, Elizabeth, Nettie, Charlotte and William in the 
center of his sisters (not in order). 


VOTE FOR 


WM. PERRY 


REPUBLICAN NOMINEE FOR 


COUNTY COMMISSIONER © 
FOR JACKSON COUNTY : 


GENERAL ELECTION 
NOVEMSER 8,1938 


BORN AND RAISED IN JACKSON COUNTY 
12 YEARS AT BUILOING AND MAINTAINING ROADE 


<> © 


The Mathews Cemetery 
by Barbara Hegne 


The old cemetery located off HWY. 62 on Maxine Berryman’s property is now officially named 
the John Mathews Pioneer Cemetery. After submitting a proposal and attending two city 
meetings the name is legal. The land was the Donation Land Claim of Woodson Tucker who was 
the first to be buried in 1857. After that date, John Mathews became owner of Tuckers land and 
through the years 25 people have been buried there including John Mathews. John Mathews 
came to Eagle Point In 1853 and named the community Eagle Point for the Eagles that nested 
in the bluffs near his ranch. 

Although most everyone has known of the cemetery, it was never legally named or deeded as a 
cemetery. A new development is planned on the land surrounding the cemetery and the City of 
Eagle Point now owns the cemetery. They City and the Eagle Point Historical Society will work 


together to preserve this historical site 


: {fr 


Barbara Hegne 
Editor, Publisher & curator since 
1990. Send letters, comments & 
suggestions to: P. O. Box 201, 
Eagle Point Or 97524 


We are located in the Historic 
District of Eagle Point, Oregon, 
between the Old Antelope 


Covered Bridge and the Butte 
Creek Mill on North Royal. 
ADMISSION FREE 


Thé Eagle Point Historical 
Society regular meetings are 
held the second Monday of 
each month at 7 PM. 

The public is encouraged to 
participate in the future of the 
organization. 


Staff & Volunteers: 
Barbara Hegne, Chief 
administrative officer 
Melva Smith, Staff 
Museum Volunteers: 
Virginia Cutler 

Dale Diebold 

Louise Jackson 

Inita Kaiser 
Maryanne Miller 
Carol Reynolds 

Don Reynolds 

Lois Huntley 

Alvana Elrod 


Board Members: 
Skip Geear, President 
Gary Afseth, Vice-president 
Mary Anne Miller, Treasurer 
Kurt Berger, Secretary 
Rusty Miller, Board 
Rick Chamberlain, Board 
Lynnea Helgedalen, Board 
Wayne Jackson, Board alternate 
John Niemeyer, Board alternate 


Membership: 
Teens $5.00 
Single $7.50 
Husband & Wife $12.50 
Business $10 
Lifetime $250 


Eagle Point Historical Society 
P. O. Box 201 
Eagle Point, Oregon 97524 


true Historical Stories 


Upper Rogue Independent 
Nancy Leonard 

P.O. Box 900 

Eagle Point, Ore. 97524 


